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The Environmental Turn in the Study of Middle Eastern History and Its Field Expansion
Zhang Yuyou and Ying Tianyi

Abstract: As an important field of environmental history, the environmental history of the Middle East has attracted
extensive attention in the academic circles in the past ten years,and has made important progress, which leads to the
environmental turn in the study of Middle Eastern history.The rise of the environmental history research of the Middle
East is based on the need for the integration of the increasingly in-depth studies of Middle Eastern history and
environmental history, and represents a new trend in current study of Middle Eastern history. Relevant researches
mainly focus on agricultural and animal husbandry ecological issues, natural resource management and utilization,
climate change, natural disasters, energy development, and the introduction of colonial empire’s scientific knowledge
and the indigenous knowledge of the Middle East. These research topics aim to re-understand and construct the history
of the Middle East from the new perspective of environmental history, so as to deeply interpret and analyze the
traditional macro-narrative of the Middle Eastern world from its rise to its decline.It also focuses on the influence of
colonialism on the Middle Eastern environment,examining the development path of modern and contemporary Middle
Eastern countries, and correcting the region’ s declensionist narrative of longstanding environmental degradation.
Overall, despite the rapid development of environmental history studies of the Middle East in recent years, there are still
a lot of research gaps,and many {rontier methodologies in environmental history could be further utilized.
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