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On the Formation and Historical Evolution of “Region” from

the Perspective of Country and Region Studies

HUANG Min-xing, WU Yue
(School of Country and Region Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)
Abstract ; This paper first explores some basic issues related to the concept of “region”. The main body of the
paper divides the historical evolution stages of the concept of “region” and analyzes the main characteristics of
each stage. These stages include; the era of ancient tribes and tribal alliances, which were “tribal regions”
without a state ; the city-state era, which refers to the “cultural economic region” where small countries aboun-
ded; the era of limited monarchy with diverse civilizations, where regions and countries overlapped ; the era of
centralized monarchy with unified civilization, namely the formation of “civilized regions” ; the regional era
dominated by European and American colonial powers, namely the formation of “colonial regions” ( colonial
empires ) ; the era between the two world wars, characterized by the struggle between colonial “regions” and
independent “regions” ; the era of Cold War, characterized by a “regional” opposition between different ideol-
ogies; the post Cold War era, referring to the diversification of “regions” in the context of the ups and downs
of globalization.

Key words ; Country and Region Studies; region; the world; historical evolution



