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Abstracts

Seeking Nation Identity from Civilization Heritage. Archaeological Excavations
and Nation — state Building in Middle Eastern Countries

Ai Rengui

Abstract: Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798 marked the beginning of
archaeological excavations in the Middle East. Since then, Western colonists such as
France, Britain, Germany and the United States have successively organized huge
archaeological teams to excavate the ancient civilization relics in the region and bring
back a large number of precious cultural relics to their museums. After the First
World War, national consciousness of the Middle East countries gradually
awakened, and they launched nationalist archaeological activities one after
another. They carried out independent archaeological excavations, trained local
archaeological talents, and restricted the export of their cultural relics. This period
was also a critical period for the Middle East countries to strive for national
independence and liberation. Archaeological excavation served as a means to connect
the current national identity with the ancient past. In the aspect of archaeological
excavation participating in the process of nation — state building, Egypt, Iraq and
Israel, these three Middle East countries with rich cultural heritage, are particularly
prominent. The ancient cultural heritage has become the “fundamental imagination”
of modern nation identity, thus reflecting the characteristics of antiquarianism in the
nation — building in the Middle East.

Key words: nation — state building in the Middle East; nation identity;

archaeological excavation; civilization heritage; antiquarianism

On the Influence of French so Called “ Civilizing Mission” on the Algerian
Nation — state Building
Zhang Yuyou & Zhang Juanjuan

Abstract: “Civilizing Mission” is a colonial theory, discourse and ideology widely
implemented by European colonial empires, and a set of colonial means and moral
rhetoric in addition to military conquest and political domination. In the 19" century,
France carried out a comprehensive “civilized” transformation of Algeria’s language
and culture, religious belief, inter — ethnic relations, educational model and political

system by shaping the dualistic opposition relations between the colonizers and the
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colonized, namely “civilization” and “barbarism”, “advanced” and “backward”.
The implementation of “civilization mission” not only broke the traditional economic
form and social structure of Algeria, but also put heavy ideological shackles on the
indigenous people. After independence, Algeria immediately launched the
decolonization movement to remove the brand of “civilizing mission” from multiple
dimensions such as political system, ideology, national culture and national
identity, trying to get rid of the worship and psychological dependence on French
civilization, promote national culture, and strengthen national identity and
cohesion. However, from a long — term historical perspective, “civilizing mission”
led by France has not been eliminated with the disintegration of the colonial system,
but has hindered the political and cultural construction, social values and national
community construction of the Algerian nation state for a long time. As result,
Algeria needs to break the shackles of cultural colonialism system and rebuild its self —
confidence, consciousness and self — reliance of national culture.

Key words: nation — state building; Algeria; “Civilizing Mission” ; decolonization ;

self — consciousness of civilizations; cultural confidence

An Analysis of the Main Characteristics of the Nation — state Building of Iraq
in the Post — Saddam Era

Huang Minxing & Shi Yongqiang

Abstract: In March 2003, the United States — led international coalition launched
the war against Iraq, overthrew Saddam Hussein’ s regime, and Iraq began a new
round of nation — state building process. The background of the nation — state building
process in Iraq after 2003 includes the leading role of the United States, the
dominant position of the Shi’ ites and Kurds, the continuous domestic violence, and
the influence of the surrounding countries and the international situation. The nation —
state building process in Iraq in the post — Saddam era has the following main
characteristics: in the political field, the first is the “ decentralization” of the
political system, including the establishment of the federal system, the
implementation of autonomy in the Kurdish region, and the weakness and division of
military forces; the second is to establish a political system characterized by ethnic

decentralization. In the economic field, it is manifested in restoring oil production,
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